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FROM THE RECTORY

Post Christmas is always meant to be depressing. The excitement and celebration is over for another year. We still have the long dark nights but nothing to look forward to. What I find amazing though, is how quickly after the shortest day, despite people’s post Christmas blues, nature is getting itself into gear for spring. The birds and the plants pick up on the slightest hints that year has turned and gradually as December becomes January and January gets going, the dawn chorus, which starts as a few stalwart voices gets louder, longer and stronger. The bare hedgerows begin to start sprouting and by mid January catkins are dancing in the wind. Plants and bird are attuned to even the smallest changes and they trust the natural processes.
Human beings too are called to hope and trust. In the Church, the next season after Christmas is called Epiphany. It means “revealing”, “making  known” and the theme for these post Christmas weeks is how God revealed Jesus to the world.  In our readings, we hear the story of Joseph’s dream, the appearance of the star to guide the wise men to see the baby Jesus: we listen to how the adult Jesus was revealed to the prophet John when Jesus came for baptism and how Jesus revealed himself to his family and friends by turning water into the finest wine at a wedding feast when stocks had run out. We hear these stories about long ago but they remind us that God still communicates and reveals Himself to those who are looking and who in Jesus’ words, “have ears to hear”. 
So don’t be overtaken by the February blues but, like the birds and hedgerow plants, be attentive to the signs of hope and love around you. Just as the birds and plants trust the year’s cycle, so we trust the constancy of God. Ask God to open your eyes, ears and hearts to the signs of the kingdom around and within you. The God who revealed Jesus as the Son, the Word made flesh to those who lived in first century Palestine, continues to reveal him to people today. This has been the experience of the Church through the ages, one generation bearing witness to the next that God has made himself known, not with great pomp and ceremony and often not in church at all but gently and softly within the fabric of our everyday lives. What will God show you?                                                                         Jo
BISHOP’S LETTER

BE READY TO GLIMPSE GOD’S LOVE IN THE EVERYDAY
I have largely resisted the temptation to wax lyrical about the sabbatical three months that I had in the latter part of last year, but the dark days of January have prompted me to reflect on one particular experience that followed Liz and I as we travelled through France in those first few weeks of our time away.

Some of you may know that I have a fondness for bird watching. This never gets serious enough to gain me entry into the ‘twitcher’ fraternity, but does provide me with memorable ‘glimpses of glory’ from time to time. One of the joys of my office in the Palace is that its window looks out on to the moat and I have regular sights of a kingfisher as it goes about its daily business. Little did I expect that our trip round France would be interrupted with similar sightings at every place we stayed. At first I put it down to coincidence, but as a friend remarked perhaps it was ‘God incidence’

The writer, Chris Arthur, in a lovely book of essays called ‘Words of the Grey Wind’, speaks challengingly about the Kingfisher. “Is our life punctuated by a flash of kingfisher colour as something transcendent impinges upon us, or are we imprisoned in the world we see, earth bound and clumsy, shackled immovably to the chains of our own finitude? I’ve looked hard”, he goes on, “for the fly past that might herald such otherness. Sometimes I have been surprised by something unexpected, sudden, beautiful, seemingly like the stuff of fantasy, too exotic for the mundane world. But have I really seen it? Sometimes nothing much seems to stir above the waters of the ordinary. But has my vigil been sufficiently keen to catch that sudden glimpse of sapphire light?”

As the dark days of winter begin to give way to the onset of spring, may our hearts and lives be ready, amongst what appears to be the ordinary and the everyday, to catch a glimpse of that sudden flash of azure light, perhaps in the laughter of a child, in the kindness of a neighbour, the hospitality of a stranger, or in that first glimpse of a snowdrop, that reveals to us something of the wonder, the beauty and the love of our God .                                                                                                          +Peter Taunton
P A R I S H   C H U R C H    N E W S
ALL PARISHES
If there is snow or ice on the ground, or any reasonable threat of these weather conditions, your service may be cancelled. Please check with Church Wardens before setting out.
Dates for your diary:
Shrove Tuesday Benefice Pancake Party

Charlton Musgrove Hall  7.00pm  March 8th
All Welcome!
The Benefice Summer Fair will be held on Saturday, 25th June at The Memorial Hall, Charlton Musgrove.
St David’s Day:  Welsh cakes will be served following the Benefice Eucharist at Cucklington on 1st March!
ST ANDREW’S STOKE TRISTER AND BAYFORD CHAPEL
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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH 
FONT COVER

Many thanks to Rita Hoddinott for organising and funding the repair of the font cover in St Andrew’s Church. Thank you also to Graham Dukes, of Graham Dukes Carpentry Services, Cucklington, who carried out the work and donated the replacement oak used for the repair. The generosity and kind thoughts of both Rita and Graham are greatly appreciated.                                     NBN 
DAFFODIL FESTIVAL – BAYFORD CHAPEL, SATURDAY 26th MARCH 2011
After a long and cold winter, come and celebrate the arrival of British Summer Time at a Daffodil Festival to be held at Bayford Chapel on Saturday 26th March 2011 from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm.  It would be lovely to see the building brimming over with the bright spring colour of daffodils. The aim is to involve adults and children, with the former entering their own arrangements and the latter being encouraged to use any container e.g. a jam jar, and lots of imagination! Additionally, for the children there will be an area where they can paint a picture and enter it in a competition. A large jar of sweets awaits the winner! In addition to the flowers and pictures on show, there will be coffee, tea, hot cross buns etc. served throughout the day. There will be a small entrance fee and the proceeds will go towards the costs of refurbishing the rear windows and other parts of the hall. 

If you or members of your family would like to enter an arrangement or offer to help in the organisation of the day, please contact Maggie Giles on 01963 33147 or Diana Noble on 01963 31071 (diana.noble@btinternet.com).                                                        NBN
The Christmas Tree Festival organised by Diana Noble was another success, despite weather conditions, attracting many favourable comments, and raising £376. Congratulations Diana and well done to all those in the Benefice who decorated such imaginative trees.                                                                                                      F/ALG
The Christmas Fair was held on 4th December, a very cold day, and we are very grateful to those helpers who managed to brave the weather and also those who came to support the Fair. A total of £869 was raised, a little more than last year, which is fantastic, and we would like to say a big thank you to all those who gave in so many ways to the Fair.                                                                                                       F/ALG
Bayford Chapel Carol Service on December 23rd, 2010
This was a great success, as it was held at 3.00 pm, enabling young couples with children and some of our older members of the congregation to attend.  The children were all extremely well behaved!                                                                                    MG

ST LAWRENCE CUCKLINGTON
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PCC: The next meeting of the PCC will be at 6.30 pm in the Arthur Morison Memorial Hall on Friday 28th January
V I L L A G E   H A L L   N E W S                   

CUCKLINGTON AND STOKE TRISTER WITH BAYFORD

 (THE ARTHUR MORISON MEMORIAL HALL)
R A C E   N I G H T   

in aid of Help the Heroes

(with real wooden horses – no TV!)

SATURDAY, 29th JANUARY, 2011

AT THE ARTHUR MORISON MEMORIAL HALL. CUCKLINGTON

Gates Open 6.15 Pm   1st Race 7.00 Pm

TICKETS (to include supper) £10 when purchased before 27th Jan
Available from Tony Watson 01963 32141, Eldryd Parsons 01963 33628 or Brian Trueman 01747 841014  or £12 at the door

GARDEN CLUB

It has been proposed that a Cucklington/Stoke Trister-Bayford Garden Club be formed, to meet once a month, except August, at the Arthur Morison Memorial Hall, with a Guest Speaker.  If you are interested, please let one of the under-mentioned know. If there is sufficient interest a public meeting will be arranged.
Brian Trueman (01747 841014)  Eldryd Parsons  01963 33628) Tony Watson (01963 32141)

TALK: A WALK IN CHINA : At the Arthur Morison Memorial Hall, Friday March 4th    at 7:30 pm. An illustrated, informative but light-hearted talk by Mike Spencer, reliving the many high (and some lower) points of his recent 50 mile charity walk along the Great Wall of China. Tickets £5 (to include light bites) from Mike or Brian Trueman. Cash bar.
                                                                 MS


Royal Wedding Party/AGM: 29th April. Come along and celebrate! The AGM should not take long, and we can then get on with the serious business of enjoying a good Cucklington party!  More details in the next magazine.




     BCT
Village Hall Cleaning: The next cleaning day will be on Saturday 12th February. We start at 9.30 am, all equipment, and tea/coffee/cake provided! It’s your hall – come along and help keep it as we all want it to be.






    BCT

Hall bookings should be made through Jenny Rawlings (01963 33320) 
who also holds the keys.
CHARLTON MUSGROVE VILLAGE HALL
Three years on - Supper and fundraising night for the Village Hall at The Bull
Martin has generously offered to host a further supper and fundraising night for the village hall at The Bull Inn, Hardway.  This will be held on Thursday 24 February at 7.30pm and tickets will be £25 per head for a three course meal.  Tickets went very quickly last time and we all had a great time so if you would like to book please ring Sally Amery 01963 31330.                                                                                                       SA
Village Hall 100 Club winners:
December:  no 80 Edward Dewar £100; no 33 Mr & Mrs B Adams £50; 

no 99 John Chilcot £25; no 94 Jen Kimber £25.

January:  no 29 Janet Humphries £15; no 97 Pauline and John Cook £15.

A credited teacher of Lyengar Yoga, Barbara Saunders started a weekly class in the Charlton Musgrove Memorial Hall on Friday, 14th January, 10 - 11.30 am.  If you are curious or tempted but still not sure if this is for you, for an excellent summary of Lyengar Yoga and its benefits go to www.yoganetwork.co.uk .This new class will be suitable for beginners or those who already have some experience of yoga and men and women of all ages are welcome.  If you would like to come, please wear comfortable clothing such as leggings or shorts which leave ankles and feet free and bring your own sticky yoga mat and a wool or cotton blanket if possible.  The cost is £5 per class if paying half - termly or £6 if paying weekly.  Please contact Barbara on 01749 812980 to book a place or if you would like more information or advice.  
NOTICES
Stoke Trister with Bayford
Terry Rawlings

Sadly Terry died on December 22nd, just before his 79th birthday, and his funeral was held at St Andrew’s on January 4th. The church was full to overflowing with family and friends who had come to remember him.

Terry had lived at Baskets Farm since 1952 having moved with his family from North End, Bath.  He married Jenny in 1962 and they brought up their children Keith and Leigh at Baskets.  Terry loved farming and at his funeral his nephew Alan spoke of his total commitment to the life – at one stage Terry had milked cows for ten years without missing a shift and continued to do the milking until he was 77.  He had always enjoyed  taking part in local social activities – when younger he was Captain of Darts at the Unicorn,  also participating in local Tug-of War games, and, in later years, enjoyed the social team spirit offered  in skittles.  But the land and farming were his passion and he loved his farm and his life there.  He will be much missed by all his family, friends and colleagues and we send our condolences to Jenny, Keith and Tess, Leigh and Nigel, and to his grandchildren.                                                                                                        AD
Congratulations to Ken and Betty Footer on their Golden Wedding Anniversary on January 21st.  Love from all your friends in Bayford.                                                      MG
Welcome to Fiona and Robin Tullett, who have moved into Bayford West Lodge.  We hope they will be very happy here.                                                                                 MG
Our thoughts are with Geoffrey & Berna West. Geoffrey is in Yeovil Hospital, and we send our good wishes for his recovery.                                                                     F/ALG
Our very best wishes go to Pady Yateman who is home after a spell in hospital. Keep up the recovery Pady.                                                                                               F/ALG
Roger Patch.  We wish Roger a speedy recovery after his stay in Yeovil Hospital.    MG
Congratulations. Nicholas Jackson and Tayah have a lovely baby daughter born on 27th December Lavender Holly Louise, Brian and Jennifer's 1st Grandchild. May God keep them in family union.                                                                                               JJ
Thanks to Averil & Brian Ellard & David Primmer who gave a wonderful village Christmas Tea Party on 6th  December which was enjoyed by all who came.  Delicious food, a quiz, carols, Christmas songs, readings & prizes added to the fun, and Jo blessed the clock in the Chapel given in memory of Biddie Lawson, so we felt she was there with us. We all thank Brian, Averil and David for the lovely afternoon and all the hard work they put into the party.                                                                             F/ALG
Bayford Coffee Mornings. The December coffee morning was held at Maggie's house and this was a lovely change from the Chapel not least because it was beautifully warm! (and there was sherry!). Maggie had worked very hard decorating the tree and organising the raffle and mince pies and we would all like to thank both Maggie and Marcus for their hospitality and a great start to Christmas. The next Bayford Coffee Morning will be held on Thursday 3rd February at Bayford Chapel from 10am–12 noon. 
                                                                                                                                  F/ALG                                                                                                           
Many thanks to Maureen Parsons & Thelma Trett for organising the outing to Broadwindsor Craft Centre in November. This was a great success and we all returned with bulging shopping bags, depleted purses and having had a lovely day out. The restaurant served delicious meals and it was a very enjoyable trip.                        F/ALG
Many thanks to Mel and Paul Farrer for hosting a village Christmas party on 15th December at Frith Farmhouse.  With mulled wine, and some lusty carol singing, it was such an enjoyable evening in a magical setting – and warm!                                         AD
Proposed Garden Club: See under Village Hall News page …
Cucklington
Congratulations to Chris and Hannah (nee Crocker) Reed on the birth of their son Isaac John at Yeovil Hospital on 29th December, 2010, weighing in at 10lb.                         LGF

Proud Grandparents:  Brian and Jill Trueman after the birth of Theodore to Patrick and Linsay Trueman, a brother for Sebastian.                                                                     LGF
Congratulations to Ben, second son of Roy and Nickie Minter of Depley Farm, on his engagement to Olivia Downer of Adelaide, Australia.  We wish them every happiness together.                                                                                                                        LGF
Congratulations to Jamie, son of Andrew and Susan Cranfield of Marsh Court, on his engagement to Capt Anna Sykes, RAMC of Sussex.  We wish them a long and happy life together.                                                                                                                  LGF

A Funeral Service for Jim Davis was held at St. Lawrence, Cucklington on Wednesday January 5th.  A large congregation heard of his early life at school at Haileybury, where he developed an interest in rugby, before moving onto Clare College, Cambridge to read law, but then changed to study agriculture. On graduation, he was not allowed to enlist, but asked to advise Somerset farmers on the most productive use of their land for the war effort. He met his late wife Jean and they moved into Clapton Farm. He was an enthusiastic member of the local hunts and a keen sailor. He will be remembered for his love of the land, his knowledge of farming, and his readiness to guide and help others. Our condolences go to his daughters Sarah and Charlotte and members of the family. 
                                                                                                                                      LGF
John Hayter, who was the stockman at Clapton Farm, died suddenly over the Christmas period.  A Service of Thanksgiving was held at St Peter’s Church, Swallowcliffe.  Our sympathy is extended to his children Emma and Oliver, the rest of his family and to Charlotte Davis on the loss of a valued employee and friend.                                      LGF
Mrs. Jackie Crisp has returned home after surgery. We wish her well for her continuing recovery.                                                                                                                       LGF
   Save The Vale AGM: Friday 11th February, 7.30 pm, in the Arthur Morison Memorial.  

Hall. (Very) light eats; cash bar.



                                               BCT

The Cucklington Art Group reconvenes on Tuesday 1st February meeting in the Arthur Morison Memorial Hall at 9.30am and working until 12.30pm each week. The friendly, supportive Group welcomes artists of all abilities working in any medium. Further details from Lachlan Fraser on 01747 840018.       




               LGF
Proposed Garden Club: See under Village Hall News page …
Charlton Musgrove

Congratulations to Samuel Brice of Thorney Copse farm and Elizabeth Bushby of Shanklin on the occasion of their wedding on December 18th at St Saviours Church, Shanklin, Isle of Wight. The honeymoon was spent in Thailand.                                BWM
Curly Weeks: One of Charlton Musgrove's oldest and well-loved residents, Curly Weeks, died at home on January 9th, having lived and worked in the area for over sixty years.  His 100th birthday was celebrated in style last September at the Bull in Brewham, his favourite watering hole. He was a real countryman and walked every day with his faithful dog. He will leave a lot of fond memories, and we send sympathy to his daughter Joy.                                                                                                                              BWM
The next KANTARA meeting will be on Thursday 10th of Feb at 2 pm.     Enquiries or prayer requests to Diane on 01963 31634.                                                                    DC
COUNCIL NEWS
Help tomorrow take shape: 2011 CENSUS:
On 27 March 2011 all residential households in the United Kingdom will be taking part in a census.  Since 1801 a day has been chosen every ten years for this purpose.  The census provides an excellent source of information about the population.  This enables central and local government, health authorities and many other organisations to plan housing, education, health and transport services for years to come. More information about the 2011 Census can be found at: www.census.gov.uk . 
Cucklington Parish Meeting

Parish Meeting: The next Parish Meeting will be on Monday 18th April at 7 pm in the Arthur Morison Memorial Hall. Any items for the Agenda are to reach Mrs Hutchings before 12th March.                                                          .

                            VH

Temporary Road Closure – Shaftesbury Lane will be closed for repairs on one day - Friday 25th February.








                  VH

Charlton Musgrove Parish Council
PARISH PLAN

Some time ago our Parish Council endorsed the preparation of a Parish Plan and in response to this a Steering Committee was formed by a group of volunteers to carry this out.  Following public consultations and several surveys a questionnaire has been circulated to everyone in Charlton Musgrove.  We very much hope everyone will respond which will help us to produce an accurate plan for the village.  

Every questionnaire completed and returned by Friday 25 February will be entered for a £100 Prize Draw.

If you would like to discuss this further or need extra copies of the questionnaire these are available on our website, by e-mail or from members of the Steering Committee – contact Sally Amery 31330.                                                                                            SA

Stoke Trister with Bayford Parish Council
STOKE TRISTER WITH BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council Meeting held 13th January.  Councillors present: E Parsons, M Dixon, B Jackson, R Perry, A Watson. C/Cllr A Groskop (SCC), Cllr M Beech (SSDC)  PCSO T Russell  and 1 member of the public

Matters of interest: 

Planning: New planning matters considered:

10/0485/S73   
Clear Springs Farm, Beech Lane, Stoke Trister

No objections

10/04937/FUL 
Royal Oak House, Stoke Trister



No objections

10/04561/FUL          Rybes, Bayford                ( Meeting aborted due to adverse weather)  
10/04742/OUT
1 Cambria Villas, Devenish Lane, Bayford:   No change to 
previous observations                               
Appeal in respect of Application No 09/03621/FUL Land OS 0003 Beech Lane, Stoke Trister has been allowed’

Highways and Footpaths: flytipping, graffiti in the underpass, potholes. 
Grit bins: thanks to all those who had spread the grit during the bad weather: 
PLEASE NOTE: Grit is for public highway only, not private property

Other items discussed included: new seat at Physicwell; Parish boundary with Pen Selwood to include all of Leigh Common; street lights in Bayford 

Full minutes on Parish Council noticeboards

Date of next meeting: Thursday, 10th March  Mission Hall, Bayford at 7.30 pm. 
ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND – PUBLIC FORUM AT THE START OF THE MEETING – for members of public to bring local concerns to the Parish Council.                           RK
______________________________________________________________________
Donations towards the cost of printing this newsletter are always welcome and may be given to the Treasurer of your own PCC 
(see contact information on Directory on Inside Front Cover)

CHURCH CALENDAR

FEBRUARY  2011
	F E B R U A R Y



	2nd February

Candlemas
	6.30 pm
	BENEFICE Eucharist 
	C

	6th  February

5th before Lent
	9.30 am

11.00 am

6.30 pm
	Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)

Evensong (BCP)
	ST

CMSJ

C



	13th February
4th before Lent
	8.00 am

9.30 am

11.00 am
	Holy Communion (BCP)

Morning Praise

Matins (BCP)
	CMSS
C

ST



	20th February

3rd before Lent
	9.30 am

11.00 am

6.30 pm
	Holy Communion (CW)

Morning Worship

Evensong (BCP)
	B

CMSS

C



	27th February

2nd before Lent
	9.30 am

11.00 am

6.30 pm
	Holy Communion (BCP)

Holy Communion (CW)

Evensong & HC (BCP)
	C

CMSS

ST

	M A R C H

1st March

St David’s

6.30 pm

BENEFICE Eucharist

C

6th March
Sunday next before 

Lent
9.30 am

11.00 am

6.30 pm
Holy Communion (BCP)

Holy Communion (CW)

Evensong (BCP)
ST

CMSS
C
9th March

Ash Wednesday

10.00 am

Holy Communion (CW)

B

13th March
1st Sunday of Lent

8.00 am

9.30 am

11.00 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

Morning Praise

Morning Praise
CMSS

C

ST

CMSS – S.Stephen’s, Charlton Musgrove CMSJ – S.John’s,Charlton Musgrove  

C – St Lawrence, Cucklington,

ST – St Andrew’s Stoke Trister ,  B  -  Bayford Chapel




St Margaret’s Somerset Hospice: If your club or group would like to book a presentation talk on the work of St Margaret’s –‘ the Hospice without walls’ please contact Gill on 01935 709485; this talk  is  completely free and our Community Fundraisers are always very happy to pop out and  visit your group at a date and time of your choosing.
	EVENTS AND DIARY DATES 


	
	
	Further details on page:

	28th Jan

Friday
	St Lawrence PCC meeting Arthur Morison Memorial Hall 6.30 pm
	6


	29th Jan

Saturday
	R A C E   N I G H T  in aid of Help the Heroes

At the Arthur Morison Hall 6.15 pm
	6

	1st Feb

Tues
	Cucklington Art Group reconvenes 9.30-12.30 Arthur Morison Memorial Hall
	9

	3rd Feb
	Thursday Coffee Morning Bayford 10 am-12noon
	8

	10 Feb 
	Kantara Meeting. 2.00 pm
	9

	11th Feb

Friday
	SAVE THE VALE AGM at the Arthur Morison Memorial Hall at 7.30pm
	9

	12th Feb

Saturday
	Hall Cleaning: Arthur Morison Memorial Hall at 9.30 am
	6

	24th Feb

Thursday
	FUNDRAISING SUPPER for CM Village Hall at the Bull, Hardway. 7.30
	7

	25th Feb
	Shaftesbury Lane closed for one day
	10

	4th March

Friday 
	A WALK IN CHINA: talk by Mike Spencer in Arthur Morison Hall, C’TON 7.30 pm
	6

	8th March

Tuesday
	BENEFICE PANCAKE PARTY for Shrove Tuesday. 

Charlton Musgrove Memorial Hall 7.00 pm
	4

	10th March

Thursday
	ST/B Parish Council Meeting 7.30 pm

Bayford Mission Hall (Chapel)
	10

	26th March

Saturday
	DAFFODIL FESTIVAL at Bayford Chapel

10am – 5 pm
	5


VALENTINES BALL

Black tie dinner and dancing to

“STORM”
Wincanton Memorial Hall

7.30pm – 1.00am, Saturday 12 February 2011

Tickets £25.00 per head

Tel: 01749 814143/07968 251581

e-mail: ball@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

Couples/singles welcome!  We will make up a table for you!
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